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     The 2015 Canned Food Drive 

kicked off at Illini Bluffs High 

School on November 9th. Frantic 

students rushed to get the first bo-

nus of the week in order to try and 

take a insurmountable lead over 

their rival classes. “The first week 

bonus was rough. We did not 

quite get what we wanted in order 

to make the bonus that week,” 

said senior Elsie Croasdale. How-

ever, there are bonuses every 

week that help make up for 

missed bonuses. 

     Every year the Illini Bluffs 

High School Student Council or-

ganizes and conducts this event 

for the community. It supports our 

community by providing  people 

with the surplus of food that has 

been donated. Planning for the 

Canned Food Drive starts in the 

middle of October to ensure eve-

rything will run smoothly on 

opening day. “We start planning 

early for the Canned Food Drive 

so that we can identify what went 

well and what still needs improve-

ment from the previous years,” 

said Student Council advisor Mrs. 

Walser. “We also make sure to 

contact the Christmas Basket or-

ganization to be sure our collec-

tion of food is meeting their needs 

so that we can adjust our request-

ed amounts accordingly.” 

     The goal of the Canned Food 

Drive is to surpass the amount of 

food donated from the previous 

year so as to be able to provide 

more food to families. Both the 

community and students at Illini 

Bluffs High School will prosper 

from this event. “There are stu-

dents in our own school that bene-

fit along with some homebound 

and elderly residents of our area,” 

said Mrs. Walser. 

     There are many ways that the 

students and faculty of Illini 

Bluffs High School help better the 

community, but the Canned Food 

Drive goes above and beyond. “It 

is a wonderful thing to see our stu-

dents and their families support 

such a worthy cause for their own 

peers and neighbors,” said Mrs. 

Walser. 

Community Cans 

Hunger 
By Sam Giftos 

     Recently the 7th grade students 

learned about misplaced modifi-

ers. A misplaced modifier is when 

a word or phrase is improperly 

placed from the word it describes. 

This is a common error made in 

grammar. Some common exam-

ples of modifiers are happy, pret-

ty, crazy, fast, slow, and many. 

     According to Mrs. Halverson, 

“The best way to check for mis-

placed modifiers is to make sure 

the modifier is placed right next to 

the word it is modifying.” 

      Using misplaced modifiers is 

not only a new concept for the stu-

dents, but it is also often a diffi-

cult concept for them to grasp. 

These two factors often cause stu-

dents to be much more resistant to 

this lesson than others. 

     Although misplaced modifiers 

is often a difficult lesson for stu-

dents, Mrs. Halverson said, “This 

is an important lesson because it 

allows students to dig deeper into 

their grammar and identify com-

mon errors.”  

Chamberlain. Jake Thomas first 

dressed up as the General for Hal-

loween. In a coincidence, the His-

tory in Literature class was read-

ing a novel called “The Killer An-

gels,” of which Chamberlain is a 

main character. Jake shared his 

immense knowledge of the Civil 

War with the class in what was 

described as “a great little lecture 

that made us reevaluate what a 10 

year old can do” by Jeston Rade-

maker, a student of the class. 

     History has been a big part of 

the 5th grade these last couple of 

weeks and they are doing many 

other activities in classes that help 

the students learn. 

     The fifth grade had an awe-

some week while accomplishing 

big things in class. They read a 

story called Satchel Paige about 

the first negro to pitch in a Major 

League World Series and the chal-

lenges he faced. One student has a 

great uncle that played in the Ne-

gro Baseball League and was in-

ducted into the National Negro 

Hall of fame. This student’s father 

came into the 5th grade classes 

and brought in a signed baseball, 

pictures and plenty of stories. 

While most students are only be-

ing taught history, one 5th grader 

is actually teaching the subject. 

     Jake Thomas, a student in Mrs. 

White’s class dressed up as a Civil 

War soldier to be a special guest 

in a high school class, History in 

Literature, and to give a speech 

about Brigadier General Joshua 

What’s Up 5th Grade? 

By Bethany Cusac  

Jake Thomas a 5th grader dressing up as General Joshua Chamberlain. 

Thomas gave a speech about the General and really impressed the 

teachers and students with how much he knew about The Civil War.  

Misplaced       

Seventh Graders 
By Emily Deppermann 

A Merry End to 

2015 
By Lexie Swardenski 

     Before Illini Bluffs went on 

winter break, Mrs. Daniels’ first 

grade class had a very merry time 

throughout their last school week 

of 2015. 

     The students were engaged in 

holiday activities in class and 

were encouraged to participate in 

the dress up days throughout the 

week. These dress up days includ-

ed Hat Day, Silly Sock Day, Fan-

cy Day, Pajama Day, and Ugly 

Sweater Day. 

     Mrs. Daniels also assigned 

each individual student to design 

their own gingerbread houses. Us-

ing creativity and help with a par-

ent, the students successfully built 

and decorated the many delicious 

houses. 

     On Pajama Day, in order to get 

the children even more excited for 
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Christmas, Mrs. Daniels showed 

the movie Polar Express to her 

class. She also provided cookies 

and hot cocoa for a snack during 

the movie. 

     On their last day before break, 

Mrs. Daniels hosted a holiday par-

ty and a gift exchange! The entire 

school, including Mrs. Daniels’ 

first grade class, also came togeth-

er to sing festive songs like Ru-

dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

and Jingle Bells.  

sons. 

     Internet streaming companies 

are not only more cost efficient. 

They are also more convenient. 

There is no more waiting until the 

following week to watch the next 

episode; viewers now have the 

option to watch that next episode 

whenever it is convenient for 

them. Online streaming also opens 

up the door to content viewers 

may have had the opportunity to 

watch before. 

     Alex Seng, Illini Bluffs senior, 

praised this aspect when she said, 

“Without Netflix, there’s a lot of 

shows I wouldn’t have even 

known existed. It has also allowed 

me to watch many shows from 

years before.” 

     The increase in the use of on-

demand online streaming compa-

nies should be a major concern for 

cable companies. The younger 

generation is growing up with a 

very strong internet influence on 

Dish Network, on the other hand, 

currently has roughly 14 million 

customers. In fact, the number of 

households paying for cable tv has 

fallen by 500,000 since 2012. 

     The increase in the use of 

online streaming companies could 

be caused by their affordability. 

For instance, both Netflix and Hu-

lu cost $7.99 a month for unlim-

ited use and access to hundred of 

titles. Alternatively, the cheapest 

Dish Network package costs 

$19.99 a month for 55 channels. 

     Elsie Croasdale, Illini Bluffs 

senior, named this as one of the 

reasons why her family has transi-

tioned to online streaming when 

she said, “My family prefers Hulu 

and Netflix. We don’t pay for any 

cable because it’s way less expen-

sive to just get online streaming. 

Plus, there’s no commercials.” 

Many families, like Croasdale’s, 

have canceled their cable sub-

scriptions for the exact same rea-

     The Kindergarten classes have 

been reviewing and learning all 

new material after coming back 

from break. They are reviewing 

the rules and expectations to get 

back into their routine after being 

on break. The teachers are very 

excited for the last semester of 

school because the students will 

be able to advance the skills they 

learned from the previous semes-

ter. They are starting their writing 

unit beginning with writing on 

lined paper, formation of letters, 

and uppercase and lowercase let-

ters. 

     In Science, they are talking 

about snow and they brought a 

paper snowman that they have to 

disguise to prevent the snowman 

from melting. The snowman are 

take home projects and are able to 

decorate it with the help of their 

family. Once everyone has 

brought back their snowmen they 

write about the different materials 

they used on the snowman and the 

disguise of their snowman. 
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     Teachers are constantly in pur-

suit of new ideas to help their stu-

dents and make school more en-

joyable. According to  the Adoles-

cent Literacy Organization, stu-

dents become more flexible and 

strategic learners if they are taught 

cognitive learning strategies. By 

having new learning strategies, 

they start to think more often and 

set more goals for themselves aca-

demically. 

     Mr. Armstrong, the middle 

school History teacher, decided to 

help his students with a student-

friendly unit plan. He said, “ I got 

the idea from Grading Smarter 

Not Harder, which is a middle 

school teacher guide.” His hopes 

are that by giving the students a 

copy of the unit plan with specific 

goals stated it will give them a 

better understanding of what they 

need to study and it will allow 

them to assess themselves 

throughout the unit.  

Changes In Second 

Semester 
By Mandy Seybold 

The Kindergarten’s 

Snowmen 

By Bethany Cusac  

R.I.P. Cable      

Companies 

By Emily Deppermann 

         The first television was cre-

ated in 1925. Since then, it has 

become a part of our everyday 

lives. Television not only brought 

stories to life in our very own liv-

ing rooms, but also brought large 

amounts of cash into the pockets 

of cable providers. However, in 

recent years, this has started to 

change. 

   On-demand internet streaming 

companies, like Netflix, Hulu, and 

Amazon Prime, have started to 

replace previous forms of televi-

sion. Netflix, the most popular of 

these companies, currently has 

35.6 million customers. Hulu and 

Amazon Prime are following 

close behind with 20 million cus-

tomers each. The cable company 

their lives, and it should be no sur-

prise that this is taking over their 

television use. Not only do they 

love the convenience of it, but 

some companies are also making 

it more easily obtainable to them. 

Amazon Prime offers students a 

discount as long as they have 

a .edu email address. If cable 

companies do not begin to make 

changes or adapt to this online, on

-demand media, they might as 

well begin digging their own 

graves.  

decide most of the items that go 

into the machines, he also has a 

list of specific guidelines to follow 

while picking out the snacks. 

When asked how he picks items 

that are both healthy and meet the 

regulations, Pat answered, “I just 

have to hope that if [the snacks] 

taste good to me, they’ll taste 

good to the students. Usually, 

though, young adults’ and stu-

dents’ taste buds are different 

from older people’s.” Despite 

Pat’s best efforts to provide the 

best he can for the student body, 

he’s still lost business as the new 

guidelines make students less in-

clined to purchase snacks from the 

machines. 

     Watching as the statistics of 

people who use the Illini Bluffs 

vending machines dwindle, a 

question is raised: are these 

changes really positive? While 

some students are merely upset at 

the lack of available junk food, 

others are angered that they’re 

having their freedom to choose 

their food taken away from them. 

There is much contemplation 

about whether the solution is to 

get rid of the laws altogether, or 

perhaps to try out the health stand-

ards set by other countries. Either 

way, most people, students and 

businesses like Pat’s alike, would 

agree that the Smart Snacks in 

Schools regulations are not having 

the desired effect. For now, all the 

school can do is attempt to pro-

vide snacks that are both healthy 

and enjoyable.  

     With national health code 

changes that started at the begin-

ning of the 2014-2015 school 

year, students immediately no-

ticed the differences in their vend-

ing machine options. Instead of 

Hostess Cupcakes, KitKats, and 

gummy bears, the Illini Bluffs 

High School’s vending machines 

are now in their second year of 

being filled with fruit snacks, sin-

gle Pop Tarts, and “gummy 

worms that are hard enough to be 

sticks,” according to Lexie 

Swardenski. Many students are 

displeased with these changes, and 

not just because they miss their 

junk food. 

     The new vending machine 

goods are a result of the Smart 

Snacks in Schools regulations set 

in 2014, which affected up to thir-

ty-nine states. Many limitations 

were set with these laws, but nota-

ble examples are the 200 calorie 

limit on snacks, as well as the 230 

mg limit of sodium. The United 

States is not the only country with 

restrictions on vending machines 

in schools, but other countries 

handle it differently. In Austria, 

they try to base all of the snacks in 

their vending machines on guide-

lines set by the Austrian Food 

Pyramid; these guidelines promote 

and encourage healthy options 

rather than forcing them. On the 

contrary, schools in France don’t 

allow vending machines at all. 

     While students are the ones 

most upset about the new regula-

tions, they aren’t the only ones 

affected by them. As more and 

more kids stray away from the 

vending machines and their lim-

ited options, Pat “The Candyman” 

loses business. While he gets to 

Are Smart Snacks in Schools Regulations Really 

That Smart? 

By Maggie Look 


