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Beyond Books 
Laenie Swardenski 

 
     The Illini Bluffs High School/Middle School Library is no longer a place for supplying 

students with only traditional books. Students go to the library not only to check out books, 

but as a place to get their school work done and get the help they need for researching topics 

needed to complete assignments. 

     The library offers many more forms of research and entertainment that are up-to-date with 

the technology of this century. It now provides ebooks, emagazines, audio books, help with 

electronic resources, and much more. 

       The IBHS/MS library provides not only for the students, but for the faculty, staff, and all 

the community members of the entire Illini Bluffs School District. It can do just about every-

thing a public library can do with just the right funding. The IBHS/MS library has formed 

partnerships with several libraries to ensure the best service to all customers.  

 

IBES Goes to the PARCC 
Students Prepare for the New Test 

Veronica Lee 

     Last week was a new and 

exciting week for the fifth 

graders, as they prepared for 

the upcoming PARCC tests. 

     That was the first test they 

had encountered in that style 

and format, according to Mrs. 

White, one of the fifth grade 

teachers. She helped prepare 

them by giving them a morn-

ing math question a few days 

out of the week. After the stu-

dents gave it a go, they then 

dissected the problem and dis-

cussed the solution. 

     Along with math questions, 

she also provided a variety of 

English-based problems, such as numerous short answer questions. 

Quite a few of the students, such as Grace G. were relatively excited for it, and were 

actually eager to see what it was like. Desmond R. on the other hand, along with many other 

students were feeling a bit frightened. 

Both Grace and Desmond felt like it would be challenging, but were feeling confi-

dent thanks to the excellent preparation provided by their teachers. 

Fraction Action 
Julie Hemp 

 
      In the third grade, students are begin-

ning to learn an important unit: Fractions. 

Fractions are a major part of the new Com-

mon Core Standards, so our third grade 

teachers have prepared their students to 

learn about fractions by giving them a pre-

test on the subject.  

     This gave the teachers an idea of where 

all the students are and what areas need the 

most improvement.  

     Basic vocabulary and how to write and 

say fractions will be taught as well. Stu-

dents tend to stay engaged easily when 

learning about fractions because it is a 

hands on activity when it comes to physi-

cally having different fraction sizes in front 

of their eyes.  

Fun For Seventh Grade Science 
Jeston Rademaker 

 

     This week marked the ending of Mat-

thew Hagaman’s Seventh Grade Science 

class’s Taxonomy Unit. 

     Taxonomy is the study of the classifi-

cation of animals. The students have and 

will continue to show their knowledge 

through a project consisting of three dis-

tinct parts: identifying good resources 

through an evaluation process, writing a 

short research paper, and creating a post-

er. 

      The paper and poster are on the stu-

dents’ choices of species. They will have 

to explain exactly why that species is a 

distinct species through identifying differ-

ent unique characteristics. 

      The poster will be created using poin-

tillism instead of traditional drawing. This 

will help the students to gain a better un-

derstanding of line and color despite their 

preconceived notions of their own artistic 

talent. 

      This project has begun and will span 

the next few weeks as an attempt to pre-

pare the seventh graders for their Science 

Fair next year. It will greatly challenge 

these students because of its tediousness 

and complexity. 

      However, Mr. Hagaman is very opti-

mistic that the children will rise to the 

occasion. He explains, “I'm looking for-

ward to seeing how this project comes 

together-- it is a great opportunity to inte-

grate science, language, technology, and 

art!” 

      We wish these students the best of 

luck in their projects and hope they have 

fun while learning something enjoyable.  

A Trip to the Past 
Jaimie Randle 

     The presidency of George Washington is the topic of discussion this week in Mr. Arm-

strong’s Seventh Grade class. 

     Students will receive background information about some prominent people of the time peri-

od, including Alexander Hamilton or Thomas Jefferson. 

      After they have learned some of the basic information of the period, they will have to take 

on the persona of whoever they are assigned. 

      The students will then learn about some of the issues that George Washington faced, and 

Mr. Armstrong will act as a reporter at the time and will go around the room interviewing each 

student. 

     The students will answer the interview questions on behalf of the character they are portray-

ing. 

      Mr. Armstrong explains, “ The students will have to answer questions in character, which 

some kids may be a little uncomfortable with at first.  I think it’s a fun way for them to think 

about the different points of view at the time, as well as making each student accountable to try 

to really understand what is being read and discussed, since they won’t know if they will be in-

terviewed, or what questions they will be asked.” 

     The Middle School Social Studies classes have also used the iPads the last two weeks, and it 

has already shown to be effective in engaging the students learning environment.  
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Opinion Piece 

Block Schedule vs.  

Traditional Schedule 
Alexa Hoadley 

    Block scheduling seems to be becoming 

the future of school scheduling. Block sched-

uling is a modified traditional school sched-

ule. Traditional scheduling consists of eight, 

forty-five minutes classes every day. Block 

scheduling is four, ninety minute classes that 

alternate days. One day may consist of four, 

ninety minute classes and the next day will 

consist of four different ninety minute clas-

ses.  

     Illini Bluffs used a block schedule for 

many years until recently changing the 

schedule to a combination of a traditional and 

a block schedule. 

     The school used to base the high school 

schedule on the block method—four, ninety 

minute classes a day, alternating classes 

based on the days. Though IB has used this 

method for a long time, a new method of 

scheduling was decided. In the 2012/2013 

school year the schedule was changed to a 

combination of the block schedule and the 

traditional schedule. 

     Our schedule now consists of Mondays, 

Tuesdays, and Fridays being similar to the 

traditional method. Wednesdays and Thurs-

days are our block schedule days. On 

Wednesdays the schedule consists of the odd 

classes: 1, 3, 5, and 7 with ninety minute pe-

riods; on Thursdays the schedule consists of 

the even classes: 2, 4, 6, and 8 with ninety 

minute periods as well. This schedule was 

thought to help the students succeed. Many 

other schools in the central Illinois area have 

either the block schedule or the traditional 

schedule, but Illini Bluffs is basically the on-

ly known school to have a combination of 

both though other schools in the larger Illin-

ios area do host a similar mixed schedule.  

    The schedule change was put into effect 

last year. It went from the block schedule to 

the mixed schedule. Most students favor the 

schedule we have now because it offers more 

of a break. Instead of having ninety minute 

classes all day, we now only have forty five 

minute classes three days a week and for the 

remaining two days the ninety minute classes 

are used. We enjoy this change because it 

allows for more teacher-student contact and 

can even allow the students to learn more by 

seeing their teachers nearly every day.  

     Some students, however, oppose the 

mixed schedule. These students oppose this 

schedule because it cuts down on time for 

homework and procrastination has to be min-

imized. The block schedule also allowed for, 

GTT (study hall) daily, and the mixed sched-

ule only allows GTT twice a week. 

     A survey was sent to all students of Illini 

Bluffs to distinguish which schedule the stu-

dents preferred. Only thirteen students re-

plied to the survey; six of the thirteen stu-

dents preferred the block schedule, and seven 

of the thirteen students preferred the mixed 

schedule we have now. Most of the students 

that chose the block schedule concluded that 

it was easier to get homework done and en-

joyed having the longer passing periods. The 

students who chose the mixed schedule did 

so because they liked the fact that classes 

were shortened for most of the week and only 

had two days of long classes. No matter what 

schedule is used, both effectively help the 

students learn.  

Science in Motion 
Lucas Sondgeroth 

 
    Mr. Stremmel’s Physics class has been 

studying how mass and net force effect the 

acceleration of an object.  

    They are building on what they learned in 

the previous chapter: how forces act upon 

an object at rest. 

      They constructed a lab to test how mass 

and net force effect acceleration differently. 

Mass was either added or subtracted from a 

cart on a track, and the acceleration was 

determined.  

Welding Knowledge 
Abbi Schafer 

 
     Mr. Robert Schroen’s classes this week 

are learning the importance of bookwork. 

      He finds that even though his AutoCad 

students would prefer to draw objects on the 

computer, they should learn what they are 

drawing first.  

      They will then have a better understand-

ing before they start with the blueprints of 

their projects. 

     Also in Mr. Schroen’s Metals Class, they 

are starting to build a rock hammer from bar 

stock and forging cold chisels  

Strike! 
Alexa Hoadley 

 
This past week Elementary P.E. teacher Mr. Manning Bricker is wrapping up the Bowling 

Unit with the students. Along with bowling, Mr. Bricker is teaching all of his students on 

what a pedometer is and how to use one. As bowling is ending, cricket and gymnastics are 

up next in the upcoming activities. Mr. Bricker says that the students favorite activities of the 

year are gymnastics and the Popsicle Race. The Popsicle Race is a competition among the 

students that consists of each student running laps, and with each lap a popsicle stick is 

gained. The classes compete to see who earns the most sticks and by the end of the competi-

tion the class with the most sticks earn various prizes. Other exciting activities the students 

participate in throughout the year are Rugby, Speed Stacking World Record, Floor Hockey, 

Bunny Boot Camp, and the 4th and 5th Grade Track Meet. 

Caudell’s Corner 
Emma Overton 

 

     Last week in Second Grade teacher, Mrs. 

Caudell’s, classroom, students read a story 

called “The Life Cycle of a Pumpkin.” The 

story gave the students some insight to their 

favorite Halloween decorations!  

      The students were also learning about 

measurement in their math classes.  

      Coming up next week, the students will 

be visited by a dentist to teach them all 

about the profession! Updates on this story 

will come in the near future.  

Spanish SAPs 
Maddie Gruber 

 
     This past week in the Illini Bluffs High 

School’s Spanish 3 class, students worked 

on creating a Social Action Project. They 

chose a cause that will benefit the commu-

nity or the society as a whole and developed 

an action plan. Next week they will be mak-

ing posters to help advertise their ideas, and 

there will also be a creative motto for their 

campaign.  

They’ve Got the Moves 
Jake Worms 

 
      This past week, the Middle School Physical Education Class has been learning several 

popular dances. These dances include the Electric Slide, Space Jam, the El Paso Stroll, and 

the Cuban Shuffle. 

      In doing these dances, Mr. Vass is teaching the students the timing needed to perform 

such dances and also how to work with a partner. 

      Although the Co-Ed experience is difficult for some students to accommodate to, they 

often adapt well and find it fun to work with a partner to dance. This unit is very popular 

among the students and is an important stage in the activities of a teenager. 

Mr. Vass is proud to have his boys basketball team take home a 1st place at the ICAC tour-

nament held at the High School this past week. The team has some tough upcoming games 

that he is excited for as well.  

Coach Clay Vass and Assis-

tant Coach Steve Schafer 

lead the Illini Bluffs Boys 

Basketball Team to a first 

place finish in the ICAC 

tournament. 


