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Learning From the Past 
Jaimie Randle 

 
     This week in the High School Social Studies Department, Keith Brown taught AP students 

about Sectionalism, Westward Expansion, a war with Mexico, and the approaching of the Civil 

War. 

     Mr. Brown states that the most important lesson  taught this week was that, “All ideas have 

consequences. Whether positive or negative, ideas have consequences that are far-reaching. 

This is the study of history.” 

     He also states, “Most students tend to resist history in general because it seems irrelevant to 

their modern life. It’s important for students to learn from the past and take advantage of their 

present in order to have a positive influence on our collective future.” 

     Mr. Brown encourages parents to visit his website frequently for updates and valuable class 

information.  

 

Tacky the Penguin 
A Look into our Feathered Friends 

Emma Overton 

This week in second grade teacher 

Mrs. Sager’s classroom the students 

were focusing on penguins! Students 

read nonfiction books that explained 

the habitats and behaviors of the ani-

mals. They learned interesting facts; 

they discovered some penguins live in 

warm climates as opposed to their 

colder climate cousins down in Antarc-

tica. They explored online web quests 

to get more information about their 

new feathered friends.  The students 

then enjoyed reading stories about the 

adventurous tale of Tacky the Penguin and used their artistic abilities to create their own 

Tacky. By the end of the week students were, in Mrs. Sager’s words, “penguin experts”! 

There’s No “I” in Team 
Alexa Hoadley 

 
      The Middle School Boys’ Basketball 

team is currently nearing the end of their 

season and are not going down without a 

fight.  

     The eighth grade team is playing very 

well despite recent setbacks caused from 

injuries.  

      The seventh grade team had a few 

struggles this season concerning wins, but 

they have improved a great deal through-

out the course of the season. 

      Coaches Troy Teel and Matthew Arm-

strong do everything in their power to 

teach the boys not only the fundamentals 

of the game, but what it is like to play as a 

team.  

      “We are all here to grow as a team and 

as basketball players,” states Armstrong. 

Their goal as coaches are to help the play-

ers improve their skills so they will be 

ready for the following season, but their 

main goal is that the players enjoy work-

ing in order to get better and overcome 

any challenges faced along the way.  

New Year, New Words 
Laenie Swardenski 

 
     This past week, Mrs. Bush’s Sixth 

Grade English classes worked hard in 

their interactive notebooks on improv-

ing  writing skills by identifying verbs to 

no longer be use in their writing and creat-

ing more descriptive words. 

     The students wrote to compare and 

contrast two texts that served to help them 

think in greater depth . Students may be 

hesitant to start this process because some 

struggle with putting their thoughts down 

on paper. However, Mrs. Bush modeled 

the assignment in hopes of making the 

students feel less anxious. 

     Mrs. Bush explains, “It is important for 

our students to become critical thinkers 

about texts they read...This will be a writ-

ing lesson students will benefit from.” 

Although some resistance may be given 

from the sixth graders, the hard work will 

pay off in improvements with their writ-

ing. 

     An additional note from Mrs. Bush for 

the parents of sixth grade students: Stu-

dents received their new AR goals today 

[1-12-2015]. I would love it if parents 

would speak to their students about these 

goals and come up with a plan for how 

they will meet their goal for third quar-

ter.   

Using Their Brains 
Lucas Sondgeroth 

 
     Ms. Meyer’s Physiology I class is wrap-

ping up their study of the nervous system in 

an exciting way. They will dissect a sheep 

brain on Tuesday, January 20th. 

     “I myself am very excited to dissect [the 

brain],” said Physiology student Anthony 

Hand. “I know a lot of people are grossed 

out, but I find dissections to be very fun.” 

     Ms. Meyer says the dissection will be 

interesting because many weeks of study 

will be tied together with this dissection. 

     She isn’t the only one who gets to have a 

little fun though. Mrs. Walser and her Phys-

ical Science class is performing an enter-

taining and educational lab. They will mix 

two unassuming chemicals that will react 

and bubble up to many times their size and 

result in a solid foam. Mr. Stremmel, who 

also teaches Physical Science classes, will 

be performing this lab with his students as 

well. 

     The  foam growing demo will help the 

students’ comprehension of physical and 

chemical changes, in addition to various 

solutions, suspensions, and colloids.  

Multiplying Their Knowledge 
Abbi Schafer 

 
     The fourth 

graders of Ms. 

Lindsey Jarrett’s 

class are learning 

a wide variety of 

beneficial sub-

jects coming 

back from break. 

In Math, the students are grasping the 

concept of multiplication, which Ms. Jar-

rett thinks is beneficial because it will set 

the foundation for other multiplication 

concepts throughout the year and can be 

used as they further their education. Since 

multiplication is so important, Ms. Jarrett 

would appreciate if parents of fourth 

graders could review “place values” to 

better their understanding of the concept. 

     Her class is also reading, “Hatchet” by 

Gary Paulson for English and will be 

learning summarization, point of view, 

and journaling. In her Science class, stu-

dents are learning about electricity and 

will be having a fun experiment building 

a circuit.   
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Sixth Grade Space Race 
Jeston Rademaker 

 
     Space. The final frontier. Learning about 

space is often one of the most memorable 

experiences from school. We all remember 

learning about the planets and the moon, 

wondering what its like to go where nobody 

has gone before. 

     Students in Mary Tillhof’s Sixth Grade 

Science class have just encountered this 

subject, many for the first time. 

     They first participated in the activity 

“Lost on the Moon” where they found them-

selves lost on the light side of the moon with 

only 15 items. This was the first project in a 

series of projects that build upon one anoth-

er to give each student a strong foundation 

in their knowledge of the cosmos. 

     They had to rank the items in groups in 

accordance to their importance to survival. 

Afterwards they checked real NASA astro-

nauts’ responses to determine if they would 

survive the harsh conditions with which 

they were faced. 

     After this the students will do a lab where 

they manipulate models so that they learn 

the actual size and placement of objects in 

space through their own efforts. Eventually 

they will acquire a clear mental picture of 

our solar system. The children will be 

shocked to discover the vast distances that 

separates the planets and the stars. 

     In doing these projects throughout the 

third quarter, the children will hopefully 

learn more about the universe they live in 

and allow their interest in science to grow 

and grow. 
 

Learning the Business 
Jeston Rademaker 

 
     Presentations are a part of nearly every 

job in America. At some point most people 

will need to present their work to a boss or a 

group of coworkers. 

     The foundation of a good presentation is 

the “6x6” rule that the freshmen have just 

learned in Mrs. Zimmerman’s class. This 

rule states that only six bullets will be al-

lowed on a slide and each bullet can only 

contain six words. 

     This rule causes the students to forgo the 

lazy act of reading entire sentences on each 

slide and prepare students to present the en-

tire subject with only necessary visual aids. 

     They will be using this rule in a Power-

Point presentation on the different Christ-

mas traditions of other countries. 

     This project will hopefully allow students 

to present information more fluidly in their 

careers and give them the skills they need to 

be successful in high school. 

Eighth Grade Social Studies 
Jaimie Randle 

 
      This past week in Mr. Armstrong’s 

Eighth Grade Social Studies class, the stu-

dents read through primary source docu-

ments to figure out why the Spanish Ameri-

can War began. 

     Mr. Armstrong explained, “With learn-

ing history, it can be easy for a teacher to 

simply tell students the story of what hap-

pened and why, but it can be a lot more ex-

citing to learn if students try to figure out 

what happened on their own.” 

     The students used newspaper articles and 

letters as tools to help them figure out what 

events happened that lead to the war.  

     He further explained, “This will take 

more time than just telling the students what 

I want them to learn about the causes of the 

war, but involving them and challenging 

them to find out on their own should stick 

with them better in the long run.”  

     They are digging deeper into this infor-

mation about the war because Mr. Arm-

strong wants them to learn that it’s im-

portant not to believe everything they see or 

read from the media without checking the 

facts first. It’s important to know when 

reading through an article what is an opin-

ion and what is a fact. 

     Outside of the classroom, Mr. Armstrong 

spent his time coaching the  7th and 8th grade 

basketball boys Monday and Tuesday at 

home and Wednesday night at Bushnell.  

Making Our Students Brighter 
Maddie Gruber 

 

     This past week the Kindergarten class 

started their unit on winter, and the topics 

discussed were weather, winter clothing, 

and animals. They studied the literary works 

The Mitten, Snowmen at Night, and The 

Snowy Day, and the kids also really enjoyed 

making snowmen out of marshmallows. 

     Monday, January 12 marked day 87 of 

the 100 days of poetry, and on the 100th 

students are required to bring in 100 of 

something. For example, 100 pennies would 

be appropriate. The students should be crea-

tive with their choice of what they will be 

bringing in. If I was bringing something in, 

I would bring 100 pieces of candy to share 

for snacks. 

     In other news, concerning after school 

activities, there was a PTO movie night on 

Friday, January 16 to which the Kindergar-

ten team was looking forward.  

    On each teacher’s individual school web-

sites you will find the weekly newsletter; it 

will also be sent home and will relay infor-

mation regarding upcoming activities and 

curriculum. 

Putting the Slap in Slapshot 
Alexa Hoadley 

 
     In the high school, Fourth Hour P.E. 

taught by Mrs. Schafer and Mr. Bishop is 

currently participating in the Hockey Unit. 

Previously, Mrs. Schafer and Mr. Bishop 

had the students participate in different 

drills to get them prepared to start actually 

playing hockey games against each other. 

     The students formed groups and passed 

the ball back and forth to get used to the 

feeling of hitting the ball. By having the 

students perform these drills, it helped them 

to get used to handling the hockey stick, the 

ball, and passing to other players. 

     Hockey can go either way among the 

students in this P.E. “Over half of our P.E 

students really like hockey…with a few 

who hate it,” states Mrs. Schafer. The main 

worry among the teachers during this unit is 

students being injured during the activity. 

    Some students are very excited about 

playing certain games and certainly don’t 

hold back. Hockey can be dangerous, but 

that is another reason why the teachers en-

courage the students to participate in the 

drills so they know what and what not to do 

during the game.  

     The main goal of the P.E. teachers is to 

introduce the students to a variety of life-

time activities they may use in adulthood. 

The students participate in activities such as 

hockey to help them learn not only the rules 

of the game, but some techniques that can 

be used if the students decide to play the 

game in the future.  

The Halls Are Alive With The 

Sound Of Music 
Veronica Lee 

 
     There is rarely a silent moment in the 

music hallway at I.B. This year, the band 

room is bursting with the beats of the rather 

nervous high school musicians. 

    Why are they nervous? Maybe because 

it’s that time of the year again; time for the 

IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest at POR-

TA. 

    Participants must rehearse a piece and 

perform it in front of judges at IHSA. 

Though the show does not start until March 

7th (mark your calendars!) Mr. Seymour is 

taking advantage of the time gap by provid-

ing his students with more time to perfect 

their tunes. 

     A Clarinet player is sampling a Sonata by 

Brahms, and a  Trumpet trio is performing 

music from the game Halo, and thats just to 

name a few!  

     Yes ,it's true, I.B is home to some amaz-

ing talent, and it is sure to be admired by 

many coming this March.  

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Maddie Gruber 

     This past week in first grade, Mrs. Dunlap has informed us that the first grade class read the book Snowmen at Night, by Caralyn 

Buehner. They were also creating a torn paper snowman, and writing about what they would do if they were a snowman at night. 

     The first graders also learned about Martin Luther King, due to the upcoming holiday. Mrs. Dunlap states, “The students are always very 

interested in learning about our country’s civil rights history.”  

     Many of the students were opposed to segregation, and they realized that Martin Luther King, Jr. did a good thing, and that it was unfair 

to treat people differently. 

     Mrs. Dunlap would also like the parents to know that they also had their AimsWeb universal screening this week, which is the winter 

benchmark for reading and math.  
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A Scone of Their Own 
Julie Hemp 

 
            Kim Jackson is Illini Bluff High School’s Family and Consumer Science teacher. She teaches many courses, but a student-wide favor-

ite has always been her Foods classes. This week Mrs. Jackson had her Foods II class make breakfast foods and chocolate chip scones.  Mrs. 

Jackson is always focused on making her classes interesting; for this past week she made her class speak in a British accent for the whole class 

since scones are a common food in Britain. Although her classes can be fun and silly, Mrs. Jackson’s goal is for her students to build upon 

their skills in the kitchen; whether it is for cutting vegetables, doing the dishes, or just cooking, she wants her students to keep these skills for 

life.  

Technology in the Classroom 
Lucas Sondgeroth 

 
    In the Middle School Math Department, the 7th grade students began using the new school iPads, 

received with grant money, and the educational application GeoGebra. 

     GeoGebra is a free application for Apple and Android devices, which corresponds with the desk-

top version for an at home computer. Using the iPads will assist in the students’ understanding of the 

math that will be covered in class. 

    With this application, the students began creating various angles and will advance to the construc-

tion of complementary, supplementary, and vertical angles. 

     Ms. Martin anticipates the app helping with the algebraic portion of the lessons because it will put 

a diagram in the students head to aid them in comprehending what is missing.  

Lining it Up 
Emma Overton 

 
     In the high school Math Department, Mrs. Bricker is 

leading her students through graphing technology labs. 

     Her students are working in groups to analyze the 

process of creating and affecting lines in a linear func-

tion. Mrs. Bricker explains the importance of this lesson, 

“Understanding how changes in parameters affect a 

graph is extremely important to understanding graphing 

transformations and can be applied to other types of 

function graphs that will be studied in Algebra and other 

math courses.”  

    She is also encouraging proper communication and 

grammatical technique in their responses in order to pre-

pare for PARCC testing in the future.  

Publication Preparation 
Jake Worms 

Mrs. Roderick’s Publications class is, for the first time this school year, 

typing articles for this Gazette on a weekly basis. In doing this, they will be learn-

ing a series of skills that will aid them later on in life. 

The students are expected to produce one to two stories a week regarding 

events and details occurring in the school. The students will be working in an inde-

pendent environment, conversing with adults, and managing their own time to pro-

duce quality work for the newspaper. 

 This change in working environment will help students learn to be produc-

tive without being pushed along by a teacher facilitating daily class work. Although 

this change may prove to be difficult for some students, Mrs. Roderick believes 

that the experience is important and that they will be able to adapt over the next 

few weeks to produce quality articles for the Gazette.  
 Questions, comments, or errors regarding the Illini Bluffs portion of the paper should 

be directed to rroderick@ib327.com. 


