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Deep Reading 
Laenie Swardenski 

      
     This week, Mrs. Sellers’ Eighth Grade English classes 

worked thoroughly on character analysis graphic organiz-

ers completed in Google. Students did an excellent job 

creatively displaying their analysis of characters from the 

texts they read this week through words and illustrations. 

     The English class continued throughout the week with 

their close reading strategies practice. The skills and strate-

gies the students are building are essential to being critical 

readers and writers. However, some students were a little 

resistant to reading in depth because it required multiple 

readings of the same text.   

 

Fight to the Finish 
Alexa Hoadley 

     The Girls Basketball season unfortunately came to an end on Thursday, February 12th 

with the loss of the Regional Championship against A-Town. The team had a tough season 

overall, but they fought hard until the end. 

      The season came to a close with a heartbreaking end; both teams battled furiously, stay-

ing neck in neck for most of the game, but concluded with A-Town pulling ahead and taking 

the game. Losing the Regional Championship was rough on the whole team, but took the 

hardest toll on the seniors. 

     Senior player, Bailey Kallister says, “It was really hard on all of us because we weren’t 

expecting to lose. We were planning on advancing farther into the post-season, but that’s not 

exactly what happened.” 

     Every team struggles accepting the end of the season mostly because such strong bonds 

are made throughout the year. Good season girls, we’re proud of you! 

The Love of Reading 
Maddie Gruber 

 
     On Thursday, 

the 12th of Febru-

ary, the first grade 

class had a Love 

of Reading night. 

During this after 

school activity 

families listened to 

stories written by 

author Alice 

McGinty. The 

theme of the read-

ing night, was 

Thank You World

--A Family Story Making Assembly. McGinty 

discussed how families can get together and 

make their own stories. There were door prizes, 

snacks, and a book fair, as well as assemblies 

throughout the day. 

     On Friday, they hosted a Valentine's Day 

party, and the students were positively thrilled 

to participate. There were snacks, games, and 

of course, the Valentine’s cards. They also par-

ticipated all throughout the week in Valentine’s 

Day activities.  

The Power(Point) of Invention 
Jeston Rademaker 

 

     Within the last few decades technology 

has taken a leap forward. This is in no small 

part due to the ingenuity of inventors, people 

who fix things that aren’t broken in order to 

make the world a better place. 

      Freshmen in Mrs. Zimmerman’s Comput-

er Orientation class got a taste of what it 

would be like to be an inventor through the 

use of PowerPoint. 

      They used the program in a new way, us-

ing the  “action button” and “triggers” to cre-

ate animations. This is a valuable skill that 

adds movement to emphasize important ele-

ments of the presentation and to simply make 

it more fun for the audience to watch. 

     They began last Monday by learning how 

to use the new applications in PowerPoint and 

thinking of things they could “invent.” Tues-

day they began to create their presentation 

with a partner, full of inspiration of how their 

theoretical invention will change the world. 

On Wednesday and Thursday they went to 

work in an attempt to complete their presenta-

tions. 

    They will be now be able to make their 

presentations more appealing to the audience 

as it is more enjoyable to watch. With each 

lesson they learn they become more adept 

with the technology of today as well as be-

coming better suited to the jobs they will 

work in the future… All thanks to the skills 

taught to them in Computer Orientation.  

No Limits 

Lucas Sondgeroth 

 

      Students in Mr. Carr’s Math class are learning to operate the No Limits Roller Coaster 

software. Once they learn the ins and outs of the program, they will construct their own 

coaster as their end of the year project. 

   The project will begin at the start of the 4th quarter and the students will have the oppor-

tunity to work in pairs. 

      For the assignment, they will choose a theme, design a coaster coinciding with that 

theme, and then determine the cost of the coaster through research. They will have to do a lot 

of mathematics to determine the cost of the roller coaster. 

      Many of the students are excited about the opportunity to design their own roller coaster, 

especially since roller coasters are such a popular form of entertainment. On the contrary, 

they will be frustrated early on in the process as they discover the amount of science and 

math required to manufacture a coaster. 

      Mr. Carr enjoys this project just as much as the students do. He enjoys the creativity of 

the themes and the cool designs of the coasters. Some of his favorite themes have been along 

the lines of Jaws, Teen Titans, and Power Puff Girls. 
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Prohibition Uncovered 
Jaimie Randle 

 
     Last week in Mr. Huey’s U.S. History II class, students 

investigated the 1920s. One major issue of the time period 

being Prohibition, the class focused on this. 

    To learn about Prohibition, students studied a variety of 

primary source documents including: letters, speeches, news-

paper articles and  posters. 

     The most important lesson that Mr. Huey taught is the 

passage of the 18th amendment, Prohibition of Alcohol. 

     He further explained, “I expect students to be curious 

about Prohibition. They will wonder about the events that led 

to prohibition and the actions taken to take this amendment 

away. I hope we are able to connect this issue to things that 

are happening  in today’s society.”  

Human Relations With Ms. Jackson 
Julie Hemp 

 

     Being a Family and Consumer Science instructor, Ms. Jackson un-

derstands the difficulty of family crisis, and she teaches her students 

constructive ways to handle those situations in her Humans Relations 

class. Her goal is to develop the skills to handle family crisis to where 

it can make families stronger. The lessons can become personal very 

easily, but they become extremely beneficial to the students, especially 

if they themselves have gone through a family crisis.  

The Energetic 4A 
Abbi Schafer 

 
     The class of 4A taught by Cheri Flynn learned about electricity and how parallel circuits 

worked in their Science class this past week. Since the class gained an understanding of how 

the circuits worked, they conducted an experiment to create dance mats, where the charge 

from the batteries would create an electric current and the dance mats would light up as a re-

sult.  

     This exercise includes wires, foil sheets, lights, and different charges of batteries. The kids 

manipulated the charge of the batteries to see what  it would take to light up the lights, and 

then put the wires on a piece of foil, and by taking it off could create the “dance mat” effect. 

     One of the groups had a more tedious challenge of having to get a buzzer to sound. This 

was harder because it required more power, and they needed to figure out how to connect the 

wires safely to do so. 

     The kids not only learned how circuits worked but teamwork too. This made the project 

that much more fun when they succeeded in getting their lights to work, because they had 

someone with whom to share their excitement!  

Artistic Endeavors 
Veronica Lee 

 
     This has proven to be quite an eventful week for Mr. Bell and his 

high school Art classes. His Clay class is currently wrapping up their 

first project, which was their very own version of a chess set. The 

class is also venturing onto the wheel! Many are worried, but all are 

excited! Mr. Bell has confidence in this year’s class, and is looking 

forward  to seeing the work they produce. 

     His Painting class is working on recreating a piece done by a fa-

mous artist. He provided them with a general list, but they were then 

allowed to choose their favorite from said list. These artists have vari-

ous styles and allow the students to find one they personally enjoy. 

     Mr. Bell’s Theater Arts class is just beginning their makeup sec-

tion. They are learning different styles and techniques of applying spe-

cial effects makeup and have also dabbled in costume design. The stu-

dents were especially excited for the gorier makeup tutorials. Many 

took notes in order to perform the same techniques in an upcoming 

makeup design project. The students partnered to design a makeup 

look for each other. The designs ranged from variety of themes such as 

a demented China Doll, a Woodland Fairy, and even a Deer. 

     Finally, Filmmaking is beginning their first projects after weeks of 

quizzes, example videos, and practice in general.  Their first project is 

a simple video allowing them to tell a little about themselves and their 

lives thus far. The advanced students are also working on various pro-

jects, but the major work is the Senior Video, 

which is headed up by Joe Gresham.  

Tensions Were Tight 
Emma Overton 

 
           This year’s Anything Goes start-

ed off with a bang! Student Council 

members began preparing the events, 

informing all of the judges and partici-

pants of the rules. Student Council also 

prepared a surprise special event to kick 

off the festivities that will took place on 

the morning of Anything Goes. The 

Senior and Junior members of the coun-

cil prepared a dance battle to judge the 

better dancers! Look for an extended 

article on the games next week.  

 

 

 

Middle School 

Science Fair 
Mr. Hagaman 

 

    \ 

 

 

     On Thursday, February 19, 8th Grade students at Illini 

Bluffs Middle School will hold a community Science Fair 

event to share their recent experiments.  Community mem-

bers are welcome to visit the middle school for the meet-and-

greet from 5:00 to 6:00 PM, as well as the awards program 

beginning at 6:00.  There will be several awards, but students 

who win “Best of Show” at the school fair will be invited to 

compete at the regional level held in March at Western Illi-

nois University, and may proceed to a state exposition in 

May. 


