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Importance of Diplomacy 
Jaimie L. Randle 

 
     This week in Mr. Brown’s Geography class students are learning about the Cultural Geog-

raphy of modern Russia. In this lesson, students learned the positive and negative conse-

quences of diplomacy. 

     Students discussed and debated the difficulties with the Russian Federation’s control of 

nationalist groups. The area of Chechnya specifically has become a source of ongoing vio-

lence and is a growing threat to world security. 

     “Whether discussing Europe on the verge of WWI, America during the Civil War, or 

modern day Russia, the ability of people to meet peacefully and work cooperatively remains 

an important lesson for students,” explains Mr. Brown. 

     Mr. Brown also explains how students often fail to connect this lesson with their own per-

sonal lives, “If students can connect the conflicts they encounter and attempts at diplomacy in 

their own lives with the attempts of people before them, they can learn many useful leader-

ship traits.”  

 

Talking About the Issues 
Jeston M. Rademaker 

     Looking through the news, you see disaster after disaster. It seems like our world never 

catches a break. These issues were the subjects that Nichole Zimmerman’s Advanced Data 

Processing class considered. 

     Using the Movie Maker program, they created videos to persuade action to combat the 

problems of humanity like world hunger, poverty, war, drunk driving, etc. They had to re-

search the world issue, find images, and use a song to combine it all into a persuasive video. 

     Zimmerman hopes her project will provide an awareness to world issues for the students 

in her class. Through their research, they discovered the seriousness of the issue and the 

pressing need for action. As well as learning from the research they performed for their 

presentations, they also learned from the other students’ presentations. This allowed them to 

see many different problems and discover the actions they can take to rectify them. 

     Many students find this is one of the most fun projects because they are able to do some-

thing they are passionate about and learn about things that they find important. The hardest 

part of the project is often keeping it school appropriate because of the nature of the assign-

ment. They worked in groups of 2-3 to complete it on time, each student hopefully pulling 

their own weight. 

     This is one of the most exciting projects that the Advanced Data Processing covers and, if 

interested, you can check out the fruit of the students’ hard work on the class’s website at 

ibnzimmerman.weebly.com/sample-student-projects! 

Writing Extends to Research   
Laenie A. Swardenski 

 
     Last week in Mrs. Halverson’s Seventh 

Grade English classes students started 

searching topics and brainstorming ideas 

for their research projects. 

     On top of exploring the internet and 

other sources for their projects, students 

learned how to formally create citations. 

Some students were resistant to learning 

how to form an accurate citation because 

it is a complex concept that involves a lot 

of practice. However, students benefited 

from this lesson as they continued to add 

citations to their research projects. 

     Seventh Graders also analyzed argu-

mentative writing by studying examples 

and annotating what elements make the 

writing persuasive. Students found this 

lesson enjoyable and interesting because it 

was a new topic.  

Out with the New  

And in with the Old 
Lucas K. Sondgeroth 

 
     After studying geometric figures on the new iPads, Ms. Martin’s Seventh 

Graders are beginning to work with some old school tools. They will begin 

using protractors and compasses as aids to constructing geometric figures. 

     The students will begin by constructing angle bisectors and perpendicular 

bisectors, then advance onto the construction of more general figures, such as 

triangles and quadrilaterals. 

     Ms. Martin anticipates the first time using the tools being the most diffi-

cult part, but the students will eventually be very engaged because of the 

hands-on learning. She also stresses the significance of having the proper 

tools, as it will be difficult for students to learn without them. 

      Ms. Martin did warn students at the beginning of the year about needing a 

compass. She advises them to obtain a metal one if possible because plastic 

compasses tend to loosen up quickly and cause incorrect measurements.  

As reported last week, students in the 5th grade were able 

to meet with a dentist and learn about the good habits 

regarding dental hygiene. In the photo above, students 

take turns cleaning the “teeth” with electric toothbrushes 

to simulate realistic tooth brushing!  

Snowflake Has Begun 
Julie C. Hemp 

 
     Every year Kim Jackson sponsors the 

Snowflake program at Illini Bluffs. The 

program encourages middle school stu-

dents to learn about drug prevention, peer 

pressure, and what to expect when they 

get to high school. Each year a staff of 

high school volunteers apply and are cho-

sen to be leaders in this activity. The event 

is free for middle schoolers and after they 

are done learning about how to be a posi-

tive student and make good choices, the 

night always ends with a dance.  “Our stu-

dents do an incredible job helping others,” 

Ms. Jackson says. “I look forward as stu-

dent leaders step up to make a positive 

impact in the lives of others.”  
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Listening Logs:  

Take a Note 
Veronica T. Lee 

 
     It would not be an unusual occurrence to 

find the Illini Bluffs Sixth Graders humming 

in the hallways, seeing as they have been in-

tently listening to songs in their General Mu-

sic class with Mr. Dare. 

     Each year Mr. Dare prepares a list of pro-

jects that the Sixth Graders work on through-

out the school year, and they are currently 

participating in the Listening Log project. 

This project involves listening to a pre-

selected piece of music from no particular 

genre, discussing it, and writing about it. 

     According to Mr. Dare, the sheepish Sixth 

Graders were a little reluctant at first, but af-

ter they got the hang of it, they started to real-

ly enjoy the project.  

     “Students always have fun talking about 

the song they heard,” said Mr. Dare. 

     For multiple years now, many of  the stu-

dents at I.B seem to really have a knack for 

the arts. Numerous classes have come to 

greatly appreciate and enjoy these artistic and 

creative activities, such as those in Mr. 

Dare’s classroom.  

100 Days of Kindergarten 
Maddie M. Gruber 

 
On the week 

of the 22nd, 

the Kinder-

garten class 

spent nu-

merous days 

working on 

topics fo-

cused 

around the Polar regions and animals such as 

penguins and polar bears. They sent time 

researching penguins using many different 

forms of research and making booklets 

about the animals. Classes  also be per-

formed a wide variety of science experi-

ments. 

     On Thursday the 29th and Friday the 

30th, the students celebrated various activi-

ties based on the 100th day of school. The 

kindergarteners were very excited for it, as 

they have been preparing for a while now by 

collecting their 100 items that they brought 

to school to share with their classes. 

You’re Out! 
Alexa L. Hoadley 

 
     This past week, Ms. Meyer and Mr. Bish-

op’s Seventh Hour High School P.E. class is 

playing mat ball. Mat ball is one of the games 

most students enjoy playing at IB. The game 

is similar to dodgeball, but instead of the 

playing by the mainstream dodgeball rules, 

there’s a twist to how the game is played. 

One of the rule revisions allows the runners 

to gather on any one base at a time, but once 

a player steps foot off the base, they must run 

to the next mat no matter what. 

     To prepare the students to play, Ms. Mey-

er and Mr. Bishop review the rules, and then 

they set the students loose to pick teams and 

begin playing.  The goal for both teachers is 

to teach the kids how to work as a team and 

be successful together.  

4th Grade Happenings 
Abbi J. Schafer 

 

     Mrs. Heather Roberts’ Fourth Grade class is learning how to show their 

work on math problems and have started working on different methods to 

solve multi-digit multiplication problems. 

     The kids in the classroom have also been eager to have Logan Webb as 

their “Adopt a Tiger.” This program allows members of the Boys Varsity 

Basketball team to take time out of their day to visit and help in classrooms 

at IBES. Mrs. Roberts finds Logan’s presence has made the kids more in-

terested in attending the games.  

A Walk in the PARCC 
Jacob J. Worms 

 
     This past week, the English 11 students at Illini Bluffs have been focusing on research regarding the infamous PARCC assessment. Mrs. 

Coulter will allow the students to use this research to support their argumentative standpoints regarding whether or not the test is a worthwhile 

measure. 

     Although examining this assessment will be an ongoing project throughout the course of the semester, Mrs. Coulter feels that it is the most 

important lesson she will continue teaching throughout the semester. The PARCC test has brought up a great deal of relevant concerns among 

the juniors at IB, so it is only necessary for them to explore its details. 

      Mrs. Coulter will have the students share their questions and concerns about the infrastructure of the assessment in student-led discussion 

groups and in a public forum as well. This will allow the students to look deeply into their own education and understand the purpose of the 

PARCC test. 

     Not only will this research project create a better understanding of the PARCC assessment, but it will also expose the students to format-

ting essays using MLA or APA. Mrs. Coulter says that, although typing essays using these formats may not be the most fun, it will definitely 

benefit the students for their futures in college.  
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