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ACT  
Rescheduled 

March 17th  

     This week the students in 

Mrs. White’s Fifth Grade class 

traveled back in time as they 

presented their Biography/

Autobiography projects to their 

fellow classmates. 

      The Fifth Graders were in-

structed to choose either a biog-

raphy or an autobiography of an 

important historical figure and 

write a summary of the book, as 

well as prepare a visual. 

     “The [visual] project choices 

were:  dress up as the person 

and describe his or her life, 

make a timeline via poster 

board or PowerPoint, or ask and 

answer interview questions with 

the information from the book,” 

Mrs. White explained. The stu-

dents have been working on this 

assignment since early January, 

and have had more than enough 

time to perfect their projects, 

ensuring them an A! 

     Along with this large pro-

ject, Mrs. White’s class has also 

been preparing for the upcom-

ing PARCC tests. They have 

been focusing on close reading 

strategies, which in turn will 

help them better form written 

responses for the short answer 

questions. 

     Don’t be fooled though, 

Mrs. White is not all work and 

no play! When she’s not busy 

teaching, she enjoys going to 

IBHS home games and her 

nephew’s wrestling meets. She 

also, along with the other fifth 

grade teachers, Ms. Huey and 

Mr. Graham, participated in the 

IBFT Trivia Night.  
 

—Veronica Lee 

Biographies, & PARCC Tests,  

& Mrs. White, Oh My! 

     The week Seventh Hour 

High School P.E. is starting 

their Badminton Unit. Teachers 

Ms. Nancy Meyer and Mr. Ste-

ve Bishop prepare the students 

for this unit by taking a day to 

explain the rules and letting the 

students gain skills by having 

them play practice games with 

partners. After the rule and 

practice day, the students part-

ner up to play multiple teams to 

prepare for the tournaments. At 

the end of the unit the students 

play in a tournament, and the 

winning teams from each class 

compete against one another. 

Badminton is one of the activi-

ties the students enjoy most in 

P.E.  

 

—Alexa Hoadley 

Birdie Bash 

      The ACT, which was 

originally scheduled to be 

taken last Tuesday, March 

3rd, has been pushed back 

due to inclement weather. The 

day of the test was character-

ized by freezing rain and icy 

roads. These weather condi-

tions made it very dangerous 

for students to make it to 

school on time. 

     Although the option of 

making the school day a late 

start was explored, the admin-

istration decided it would 

have a negative impact on the 

students’ testing performanc-

es as they would be led astray 

from their everyday routines. 

The new test date for the ACT 

is this Tuesday, March 17th. 

By moving the test date, the 

Juniors will be able to experi-

ence a normal morning of 

school before taking their test, 

which will hopefully benefit 

their performance on the ex-

am. 

      The Seniors were origi-

nally going to have a free day 

on March 3rd while the Jun-

iors were testing, meaning 

that they would get the day 

off of school. The seniors 

earned this free day due to 

their scores on last year’s 

PSAE test. However, because 

the test date was moved, the 

seniors were able to enjoy the 

snow day along with a re-

scheduled free day on March 

17th!  

—Jake Worms 

Students in 7th hour P.E. compete in an intense game of Badminton.  

Pictured above are students from Mrs. White’s class:  Nia Robison 

displays her information on Steve Jobs, Keith Foust as Ray Koch (the 

man who started McDonalds), and Areanna Miller as Princess Diana. 

Pictured in the four-square to the right are students featured from Mr. 

Graham’s class as well.  
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     In Mr. Armstrong’s Eighth 

Grade class students studied the 

“Roaring ‘20s” and Prohibition 

this past week.   

      The students participated in 

a role-play activity where they 

took on the persona of someone 

from the Prohibition Era. They 

must accurately present that 

person’s opinions on the ban-

ning of alcohol. 

     There were different roles 

such as a Protestant Minister, 

an Irish-Catholic immigrant, a 

World War I Veteran, and a 

mobster. 

     Seventh Grade students 

studied the Black Hawk War 

and the Trail of Tears.  

     A lesson students learned 

from this is that you must put 

yourself in the shoes of others 

before acting on a decision.  

      Also, the students were 

taught that just because some-

one does a task differently than 

yourself, that does not mean 

they are wrong and need to 

change.  

 

—Jaimie Randle 

     Clear your calendars for 

Thursday, March 12th as the 

senior basketball players and 

faculty lace up to throw down 

in the 14th Annual Bragging 

Rights Game! The youthful, 

energetic seniors will challenge 

the aging, yet wise faculty. 

     You’re probably wondering, 

Will this even be a competition 

for the skillful seniors? Of 

course it will be! Do you really 

think the teachers don’t have 

some tricks up their old 

sleeves? 

     If you still aren’t convinced 

that you should attend, there is 

more than just the game itself! 

There is a 3 Point Shoot-out at 

6:30 pm among players, and the 

fans have the opportunity to 

win prizes with raffles and con-

tests such as the Rainbow Shot! 

Who will be crowned King of 

the Court? Who will earn Brag-

ging Rights? Find out on March 

12th!  
 

—Lucas Sondgeroth 

The Roaring ‘20s 

Bragging Rights 

Seventh Grade Physicists 
     Most of the time making 

airplanes in school is a one- 

way ticket to detention, but last 

week Matthew Hagaman’s Sev-

enth Grade Science class en-

joyed an exception. 

     These past few days the Sci-

ence class learned some of the 

physics behind their world: nor-

mal forces. Normal forces are 

what keep buildings standing or 

the apple from crushing a teach-

er’s desk.  

     Normal forces, however, 

only apply for things on solid 

objects. Buoyant forces keep 

things floating in liquids like 

the ships in a harbor or marsh-

mallows on the top of hot choc-

     On March 17th at Gil’s res-

taurant in Hanna City, the stu-

dents attending the Washington, 

D.C. trip will take part in a 

fundraiser. 

     For this fundraiser, 10% of 

all proceeds made that night 

will go toward students going 

on the trip. It is important to 

D.C. Trip 

note that students will only 

profit from this if they attend. 

Flyers will be handed out in the 

near future, but contact Mr. 

Armstrong at 

marmstrong@ib327.com with 

any questions.  

     Mr. Armstrong would also 

like to remind families that are 

olate. 

     Both of these forces are very 

important and interesting, but 

what got the students excited was 

the third force, lift. Lift is the 

force that allows planes to remain 

in the air. This of course demand-

ed an experiment. Each of the 

students had to construct a paper 

airplane. They had to design it to 

fly as far as possible. 

     The students were engaged 

while designing and making their 

paper airplanes, all while learning 

a great deal about the forces that 

rule our world.  

 

—Jeston Rademaker 

     In Mr. Stremmel’s Physics 

class, the students performed a 

lab to find the spring constant in 

various springs. Each spring has 

its own constant, or displace-

ment from its rest position, when 

weight is hanging from it. 

The constant can be determined 

from the equation F/

displacement. F represents net 

force of the mass on the end of 

the spring. It is expressed in 

Newtons (N), which is found by 

multiplying mass, in kg, by 9.81 

m/s. 

     They then used the results 

from that lab to study spring 

pendulums. They used the same 

springs and had weights hanging 

on the end. They would drop the 

weight, which would stretch the 

spring, and then proceed to let it 

bounce up and down as a motion 

detector measured the time it took 

to complete one period, or bounce 

back to the original position. 

     They discovered that different 

spring constants result in different 

period lengths. The constant and 

period length were inversely relat-

ed, so as 

the spring 

constant 

increased, 

the length 

of the 

period 

de-

creased.  

 

—Lucas 

Sondgeroth 

Spring Season 

Parents and Community Members, 

 

      It has been nearly a year since 

I have arrived at Illini Bluffs serv-

ing as superintendent. I am incred-

ibly thankful for the opportunity, 

and I am very appreciative of the 

support I have received. 

     Likewise, I have been im-

pressed by the work of the board 

of education, administration, facul-

ty, staff, and students throughout 

the course of the year. Some fan-

tastic things are occurring at Illini 

Bluffs.   

     Now that the weather has bro-

ken, we will be able to finish work 

on the Vic Durchholz All-Weather 

Track. As a reminder, it became 

too cold to apply the rubber top-

coat last fall. With warmer weath-

er, particularly at night, the rubber 

will be applied sometime in April, 

followed by striping. Once it is 

completed, it will serve the stu-

dents and community well for 

many years to come. 

     As summer approaches, we 

hope to address some facility is-

sues. For example, some of our 

sidewalks are deteriorating and 

need to be replaced. Likewise, we 

hope to replace the high school 

lockers, many of which do not 

function properly. We also hope to 

replace the high school cafeteria 

tables, which have become incred-

ibly worn through forty years of 

use. All of these issues will be ad-

dressed with life/health safety 

money—money that is restricted 

and cannot be used for any other 

purpose. 

     With all of the good things that 

are occurring, however, I want to 

make you aware of the financial 

situation of the school district, 

which is of concern. Last year, the 

district began to deficit spend by 

more than $500,000. Deficit 

spending means our expenditures 

exceeded revenues, a trend that if 

not addressed, snowballs quickly 

into greater financial distress. Our 

projected deficit for the current 

school year is well over $1 mil-

planning to attend the Wash-

ington, D.C. trip to keep up 

with their trip payments. 

Also, if you are no longer 

planning on attending, you 

must contact Mr. Armstrong. 

—Jaimie Randle 

Letter from the Superintendent 
lion.   

     There are several reasons for 

our deficit spending, much of 

which has to do with the State of 

Illinois and the continued pro-

rations of general state aid and 

mandated categorical payments 

(transportation, special educa-

tion, etc.) Over the last several 

years, our equalized assessed 

valuation (EAV) has become 

fairly level. Stagnant EAV re-

sults in stagnant local revenue in 

the form of property taxes. In 

addition, our average daily at-

tendance (ADA) is lower than it 

has been in the last ten years. 

ADA is one component of the 

general state aid formula. When 

a district’s ADA decreases, gen-

eral state aid also decreases.  

     We have been working hard 

to educate our faculty and staff 

on our financial situation. We 

have created a PowerPoint that is 

available on our website at 

www.illinibluffs.com , that 

shows the financial history of our 

district. I would encourage you 

to view the PowerPoint to gain a 

better understanding of our fi-

nancial situation. 

     During a time of deficit 

spending, school districts have to 

find ways to decrease expendi-

tures and increase revenue. We 

have been working to find areas 

that can be cut yet be least dis-

ruptive to the educational pro-

cess. Likewise, we have been 

attempting to find ways to in-

crease revenue sources.   

      Although it will take us years 

to completely address deficit 

spending of this magnitude, it is 

necessary that we continue to 

address the needs of our students.   

I ask for your patience and un-

derstanding as we make very 

difficult decisions in attempt to 

reduce deficit spending and to 

provide for the long term viabil-

ity of the district.   

Sincerely, 

 

Roger Alvey, Supt.    

Wes Cowen and Jake 

Worms conduct the lab. 


